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o, you were able to get your 

budget approved to attend 

APWA’s 2015 International 

Public Works Congress & Exposition 

in Phoenix, Aug. 30 through Sept. 2. 

Great! Now it’s time to start making 

your travel arrangements.

If you are flying in, Phoenix Sky Harbor 

International Airport will be your 

likely destination. With 17 airlines 

serving Sky Harbor, including all major 

airlines, finding a convenient flight 

option should be easy. Sky Harbor is 

less than five miles from the Phoenix 

Convention Center in downtown 

Phoenix where the Congress will 

be held and is the most convenient. 

Another option is Phoenix-Mesa 

Gateway Airport, approximately 30 

miles from Sky Harbor in Mesa, which 

is served by Allegiant Airlines.

From Sky Harbor you have many 

choices for ground transportation. 

One of the simplest options is to take 

the Phoenix Sky Train at Sky Harbor 

to the Valley Metro light rail station at 

Washington and 44th streets. Sky Train 

operates 24 hours a day and provides 

a seamless, five-minute connection 

between the two main airport 

terminals (Terminals 3 and 4) and 

the light rail station. Sky Train is also 

accessible from Terminal 2 through a 

covered walkway to Terminal 3, or via a 

new electric cart service for passengers 

with special needs. All of these transfer 

options inside the airport are free to 

travelers.

On light rail, it’s a short, 12-minute 

train ride to the Phoenix Convention 

Center and a five-minute walk to all 

three of the conference hotels: the 

Sheraton, Hyatt and Wyndham. A 

one-way fare is $2, an all-day pass is 

$4 and an unlimited weekly pass is 

$20. Fares can be purchased at the 

self-service kiosk or pre-ordered at 

www.valleymetro.org. Allow at least 

two weeks for the pass to be mailed to 

you. The passes are good on both the 

light rail system and all buses in Valley 

Metro’s service area as well.

Other ground transportation options 

from Sky Harbor include taxis, shared 

ride van service and limo service, 

all of which are available 24 hours a 

day, seven days a week. SuperShuttle, 

the only contracted shuttle service 

at the airport, operates 24 hours on a 

scheduled basis, with vans departing 

every 15 minutes from 9:00 a.m. to 
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While you’re in town, you can get around with the new METRO Light Rail which runs from central 
Phoenix, through downtown, Tempe (and right along the ASU campus), to Mesa in the east. Stations 
are close by and run right by some of the area’s top attractions, like the Heard Museum, Phoenix Art 
Museum, the Arizona Science Center, Chase Field, US Airways Center, Sun Devil Stadium and many more.
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9:00 p.m. The typical fare to downtown 

Phoenix is $13. A taxi to downtown 

Phoenix will run about $18-20.

If you plan to extend your stay and a 

rental car is in your plans, Sky Harbor 

has a Consolidated Rental Car Facility 

for all airport rental car companies and 

their vehicles, which is accessed by 

the airport shuttle from all terminals. 

The facility serves all major rental car 

companies and four local companies.

You can surf over to Sky Harbor’s 

website at skyharbor.com, and find 

out about all the other amenities they 

provide to help travelers have a positive 

experience, including free Wi-Fi.

In addition to transporting Congress 

attendees between the airport, hotels 

and Convention Center, the Valley 

Metro light rail system will also be 

useful for visiting other conference 

venues and exploring local attractions 

and restaurants. With 20 miles of rail 

traveling through the heart of Phoenix, 

Tempe and Mesa, there are numerous 

popular destinations along the route. 

One in particular is the Phoenix Art 

Museum, which will be the venue for 

the International Reception at the 

2015 Congress. Our international 

visitors will hop on the light rail and 

go three stops north to the McDowell 

Road Station and then walk a few 

hundred yards to the museum. Your 

local chapter might also schedule your 

chapter dinner at a venue in Phoenix 

or downtown Tempe along the light 

rail line. Valley Metro is an easy on/off 

system, all vehicles are air conditioned 

and trains operate frequently. Despite 

the region’s world-class light rail 

system, unfortunately there is no 

passenger rail service to Phoenix, so 

travel by air, bus or car (if coming from 

nearby states) are the best bets.

Speaking of road trips, those who love 

the journey as much as the destination 

will certainly be in for a treat should 

they follow the advice of the famous 

song “Get Your Kicks On Route 66.” 

There are also many other lesser-known 

routes in Arizona with historical 

significance and breathtaking vistas 

waiting for your visit. The Arizona 

Highways Magazine has been sharing 

dramatic photography of Arizona’s 

many wonders for more than 90 

years. Visit www.arizonahighways.

com to help you plan an unforgettable 

journey.

Whatever your travel plans, get to 

Phoenix this August and join us for 

some fun. We look forward to meeting 

all of you!

David S. Fabiano is serving as the Co-

chair for the Arizona Chapter’s 2015 

Congress Host Committee and the Arizona 

Chapter Delegate. He has been a part of 

the Arizona Chapter for more than 20 

years and served as Chapter President in 

2007. David is employed with Stanley 

Consultants, Inc. in Phoenix as a Project 

Principal. He can be reached at (602) 333-

2200 or fabianodavid@stanleygroup.com.
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