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ow that the holidays are over 

and the New Year has begun, 

it’s time to get serious and 

commit to attend this year’s APWA 

Congress 2015 here in Phoenix, 

Arizona, August 30-September 2, 

2015. The Arizona Chapter is working 

around the clock to ensure you have 

the very best conference experience at 

Congress.

The host city, Phoenix, is Arizona’s 

urban heart and America’s sunniest 

metropolis. America’s sixth-largest 

city still has real cowboys and rugged 

mountains and the kind of cactus 

most people see only in cartoons. 

Projected against this rich backdrop is 

a panorama of urban sophistication; 

beautiful resorts and spas to soothe 

the soul; stadiums and arenas worthy 

of the world’s biggest sports spectacles; 

restaurants with inspired cuisine and 

breathtaking patio views and golf 

courses that beckon players the year 

round.

Did you know that the City of 

Phoenix downtown encompasses 

roughly 100 square blocks from 

Seventh Avenue in the west to 

Seventh Street in the east, and the 

train tracks south of Jackson Street in 

the South to McDowell Road in the 

north? A lot of territory to cover! If 

you want to find out what’s going on 

in the city, surf the website titled Visit 

Phoenix (www.visitphoenix.com) and 

sign up to get e-mail updates about 

upcoming events, especially those 

scheduled for August/September. 

The site is chock-full of helpful 

information on travel, sporting events, 

arts and culture, family fun, popular 

dining, local hotels, day trips, hiking 

trails and other outdoor activities. 

Another resource for downtown 

information is Local First Arizona 

(www.localfirstaz.com). This statewide 

nonprofit organization supports and 

promotes locally-owned business.

Phoenix isn’t just chock-full of 

culture, good restaurants and sports 

teams. Over the last decade the 

City has made a commitment to 

make environmental sustainability 

practices a priority within key public 

works areas. The City even developed 

SustainPHX, a comprehensive program 

to educate, inspire and empower city 

residents to create a healthy, vibrant, 

connected community. The City’s 

sustainable goals are about more 

than just protecting and preserving 

the environment. It is their intent 

to build strong partnerships with 

neighborhoods, businesses and others 

in an effort to ensure that other 

generations have the resources needed 

to achieve the highest quality of 

life. To learn more about the City of 

Phoenix’s sustainability efforts visit 

the city’s website www.phoenix.gov/

sustainabilty.

There are numerous sites to find 

information on the Valley of the Sun. 

Starting with these you will soon find 

out that in Phoenix or Arizona you’ll 

never want for something to do no 

matter what time of year it is.

Commit to come join us here in 

Phoenix for Congress 2015 and spread 

the word—it is promised to be the 

best Congress ever. Years ago the 

only source of communication was 

the Pony Express. Let’s get the Pony 

Express headed to Arizona. Spread the 

word through the APWA chapters and 

let’s get a record attendance this year.

Amanda McGennis can be reached at 

(602) 252-3926 or amcgennis@azagc.org.

Commit to come to Phoenix this year  
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PHX Sky Train passes over a taxiway at Phoenix 
Sky Harbor International Airport (Courtesy Visit 
Phoenix, © Kerrick James)


